
NOTICE OF PROCEDURAL AND APPELLATE RIGHTS

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE WITH THIS ACTION

We havebasedour determinationon theevidenceof recordandtheapplicablelaw. If you do not agreewith theactionwe have
taken,you havetwo choices. (1) You may reopenyour claim by sendingVA new and materialevidencewhich we havenot
considered.  (2)  You may appeal to the Board of Veterans’ Appeals (BVA).

REOPENING YOUR CLAIM

NEW EVIDENCE. You may give us evidencewe do not have to strengthenyour claim. Testimony may be that kind of
evidence.To havea hearingbeforeregionaloffice personnel,seetheinstructionsbelow. It is in your interestto sendusanynew
evidenceassoonaspossible. We will considerit andlet you know whetherit changesour determination.You mayalsosubmit
additional evidence, with some time limitations, if you appeal to the BVA.

HEARINGS BEFORE REGIONAL OFFICE PERSONNEL. We do not requireyou to havea hearing. You may testify in
your own behalf beforeregionaloffice personnel.You may also bring witnesses.To requesta hearingbeforeregionaloffice
personnel,senda letter to this office. We will arrangea time and place for the hearing. You can requesta hearingbefore
regionaloffice personnelat any time. VA will furnish the hearingroom, provide hearingofficials andmakea transcriptof the
hearing. The transcriptwill be placedin your claimsfolder. Regionaloffice personnelwill decide,basedon the testimonyand
other evidence,whetheryour claim is successfullyreopenedandwhetherit canbe granted. If your claim remainsdenied,you
may appealto the BVA. The recordsentto the BVA will include the transcriptof the hearing. If you appealour decision,you
may also requesta hearingbeforethe BVA. SeeYour AppellateRights below. You may havea hearingbeforeboth regional
office personnel and the BVA.

YOUR APPELLATE RIGHTS

This notice summarizes your procedural and appellate rights.  For complete information, refer to the Rules of Practice of the
Board of Veterans’ Appeals (38 CFR Part 20).

APPEAL OF THIS DETERMINATION. You mayappealour determinationto theBVA. To appeal,sendthis office a Notice
of Disagreementwithin 1 year from the dateof the letter which accompaniesthis form. A Notice of Disagreementis a letter
telling this office that you wish to appeal. If more than onebenefit is involved, you shouldidentify the benefit or benefitsfor
which you areappealing. After you havefiled a Notice of Disagreement,we will sendyou a Statementof the Casecontaining
the facts, the applicable laws and regulations, and the reasons for our determination.

HEARINGS. You maystill havea hearingbeforeregionaloffice personnelevenafteryou file a Noticeof Disagreement.If you
wanta hearingbeforeregionaloffice personnel,seethe instructionsabove. In addition,you mayhavea hearingbeforetheBVA
after you appealthe determinationcontainedin the letter which accompaniesthis form. The BVA doesnot requirea hearing.
You may presentevidenceandargument,andbring witnesses.The testimonywill be a part of the record. VA will setthe time
and date of the hearing,provide the hearing room and hearingofficials, and record the hearing. VA cannotpay any other
expensesof a hearing. TheBVA holdshearingsin Washington,D.C., or at a VA regionaloffice. If you requesta hearingbefore
theBVA in Washington,D.C., theBVA will tell you the time anddateof thehearing. To requesta hearingbeforetheBVA at a
regionaloffice, write to this office. We fill theserequestsin the orderof receipt. This office cantell you the expectedwaiting
period for a BVA hearing at this office.

REPRESENTATION. An accreditedrepresentativeof a recognizedserviceorganizationmay representyou without charge.
An agentor attorney,suchas a legal aid attorneyor one in private practice,may also representyou. VA cannotpay feesof
agents or attorneys.

ATTORNEY OR AGENT FEE LIMITATION. Except in loan cases,no fee may be charged,allowed, or paid for services
providedby agentsor attorneysbeforethe BVA first makesa final decisionin your claim. After the first final BVA decisionin
your claim, an attorneyor accreditedagentmay chargeyou a fee undercertaincircumstancesfor representingyou beforeVA,
including the BVA, or the United StatesCourt of Appealsfor VeteransClaims (known as the United StatesCourt of Veterans
Appealsprior to March 1, 1999) (hereinafter,"the Court"). An attorneyor agentmay chargeyou a reasonablefee in writing in
connectionwith any proceedingin a casearisingout of a loan made,guaranteed,or insuredunderchapter37 of title 38, United
StatesCodefor servicesprovidedafter October9, 1992. For more information, refer to Section5904,Title 38, United States
Code. If an attorneyor accreditedagentrepresentsyou beforeVA, a copy of any agreementbetweenyou and the attorneyor
accreditedagentaboutthe paymentof the attorney’sor agent’sfeesmustbe filed at the following address:Office of the Chief
Counsel (01C) Board of Veterans’ Appeals, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.

APPEAL OF BVA DECISION. You mayappeala final BVA decisionto theCourt. You mustfile a Noticeof Appealwith the
Clerk of the Court within 120 days from the date on which the BVA mailed the notice of the BVA decision.
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